





RAPPICKING AND THE WICARAGUAN 
DEHOCRATIC RESISTANCE 




















Ta cecent years, the overwhelming majority of ill 
entering the United Statee from Latin America have ort 
da Mexico i South Amecice. In Central America, Beliz 
major marijuana producer, and there ie some production 
marijuana throughout the {ethmus. With the exception 
Belize, thé only other Centra) Americas country which 

. @ substantial producer of illfottidruge Le Panama. Th 
the 0.8. assisted eradication program, Panama's produc 
shacply declined. Guatemale and Costa Rica are marginal 

“producers. Otherwise, the Central American countries 

associated with drug traffickiag principally aa tranesh 

.. gotate Crom the large producer countries on the contin 

South America. 


, Panama is particularly impor ant because of its s 
“Joeation between Worth ané South ica, and it secve 
transit point for licit and Saadest Jaternational comm 
“" Cocaine and marijuana are routed through Panama from 
Peru, ané Bolivie to markets in the United States, and) - 
chemicals used in processing flow'the other way. Ina 
' the sizeable internatione!l banking estabiishuent in: 
Panama--some 120 banks with deposits of over $30 billi 
frequentiy|used to launder large sums of money derived 
drug traffic. To a lesser extent, other Central Ameri 
cauntrlee Bave also been used as points for transhipme 
-- both maritine and air traffic of ga, and have atere 
‘Certain amount of drug money. ‘ 


Cantcal dmerice bas not the attention of 
international drug treffickers asia possible safehaven 
ier ial agencies. Costa Rica\kad been a favorite 

































“1 for 0.B. drug offenders, reaniting fe aumerous extradi 
' the Mited/States of fugitives fren justice . Mexican 
trafficker |Kafael Caro Quintero, vho was implicated in 
murder of drug forcement Agency! Special Agent Enriqu 
Camarena, also sought refuge in Rica, Dut vas ca 
ind expelled to Mexico. . Another well-known trafficker 
Bonduran citizenship, Ramon Mata. 
tavolved operations in both Mexéce and Colombia and wh Ae also 
auspected of involvement is thea Canarena nuréer 

prosecution in other countries, | & from ja lombia, 
end: travelled to Boaduras. Se {a eurrentiy under detentic 
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Yonduras pending prosecution. Moat of the governments 

Central America have a good record of prosecuting drug 

trafficking offenders and cooperating with the efforts 
2, dacecaational law enforcement agencies to bring traffi 
“"$ystiee tn other countries. ‘ 


' In Micuragua, howevec, @ former Interior Ministry 
haa provided details on how Hinfater of Interior Tomas 
provided Colombian traffickers with planes, refueling, 
transshipment facilities. During 6 O£A investigation 






in 1983-1994 photographs were obtained of Borge aide Pa 


Nanagua. w&ughan wes was subs atly indicted in the 
District of Florida for his involvement in smuggling ¢ 


“. 480 the United Gtates. 
and Querriiia Groupe 


Connections between guetrille groupe and drug tra 

_ {ia Latin dserica have been reported. In Colombia, act 
laéurgent davements and terrorist groups have exacted 
from the drug trade. ‘The 1 % euch association -- | 

- from the edriy 19800 -- ta with the Revolutionary Arne 
of Colombia (FARC}. The M-13, & group which gained pa 
-notorlety in 1985 with its attack on the Palace of Jus 
Bogota, has aleo developed ties with drug traffickers. 
Pece, the major terrorist group; ' ainoso, and 
drug treffickers reportedly have ntact but not 

, Oegeniszed besis. They benefit from each others' activ 
1 that beth create an environment of lawlessness and str 
. M&Litary and law enforcezent resotrcoes. : 
With regard to the Wicataguan democratic resistan 
groups, there has been no evidenog that organizations 
associated with the majoc resistance umbrella group, t 
«\; Miczaguan Opposition, have participated in or benefite 
drug trafficking. ‘there bas been tittle incentive for 


traffickers to use resistance: within Nicaragua 
they have not up to now controlled land, air, or sea cat 


. Value to traffickers. The resistance organizations th 
. fave had few physical assets to complement the sulitipl 
Giceasy controlled by the Latin American traffickers. 
the available evidence pointa to involvement with drug 
treffickers by a limited nusber.cf persons having vari 
of affiliations with or politicel syupathies for resis 

groupe. : . : Soy : 

we be 1 : 

Folloving is a review of fedqral law enforcement 

intelligence agencies’ findings oa the Laprein ell 
rouge’ involv 


Micaraguan cemocratic resistence ¢ enent 
atficking activities. : 
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eee,  WOLSSAED - 


This case gets its nickname from awimmera who bro: 
caine ashore on the West Const from a Colombian vesa¢ 
snuacy 1943. A lengthy investigation was conducted { 
582 ~1983 a San Francisco Organised Crime Drug Enfo 
sek Force! It focussed on a major Colombian cocaine amuggier, 
ivaro Carvajal-Ninota, who supplied a number of West 
raffickers. It was alleged, but mever confirmed, tha 
[caraguan citizen Horacio Pereira, an associate of Ga 
ad heiped ithe Nicaraguan resistance. Pereira wae sub 
nvicted drug charges in Costa Rica and sentenced 
sare impciaonment. .Two other Micaraquansa, Carlos Cab 
1Lio Savale, who vere among the jailed West Coast tra 
onvicted of receiving drugs from Carvajal, Claimed lo 
ueir conviction that they had delivered large saunas of 
esistance groups in Costa Rica and that Pereira, who 
nacged in the case, had said the profita from the dru 
ould £ inance resistance activities. 






Zavala, convicted in 1983 on bocaine trafficking ¢ 
nd now serving time ina federal penitentiary, vas one source asta 
f a March 1é, 1986 etory in cjaco Examiner, which us 
rted that there vere cesia 















viewed the transcripta of some 11,000 wiretaps collec 
ring this extensive investigation and found no manti 
caraguan resistance or any resistance leader. ‘The U. 
torney in the case actes that Cabezas and tavala did 
se@ these iasues as @ defense in their trial or at 

tencing, but waited two ea. ore making these 

egations, which, as indicated ;: 14 not be confirne 





The Seay ose atory reported that the specific resi 
p involved was the Qnited Ricaraguan Opposition/Nic 
lucionary Armed Forces (UHO/FARM) headed by Fernan 

ro" Chamorro. The story also mentioned s Nicaragua 
tical group based in Costa Rica, the Conservative 

aguana) in Exile (PCNE) ae the possible recipient 

~- through two of its officials, Francisco Avile 
cente Rappeccioli Marquis. Goeta Rica is the pol 
for ana ct of Miocar exile groupe. Unlike the 
« the PONE is a civic o tion with no knov 
group in the armed Nicaraguan opposition, althou 
dual members may be eynpathetic toward or support 
groups. 
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| substantiate allegations that. 


‘They were reportedly nexbers of 





~ weed CIFIC 


“" me head of the UNO/FARN, Fernando Chamorro, has 


- ‘Categorically denied that he ex bis organisation have b 


involved in the drug trade, and denied that Prancieco A 
Saenz has acted, as alleged, as UNO/FARN's agent in suc 
matters. Aviles reportedly joined the UNO/FARW in ear) 
but never occupied a leadership position. He did some 
work for the ONO/FARN in San Jose,: Costa Rica, but he h 
held the position of international secretary of the UN 
he epparently presented hineelt oi letter obtained by 


peamenec. Upon being informed of Aviles’ implication i 
a Francisco case, UNO/YARM expelled him from the org 


in Macch 1925. 


DEA hap examined sliegations of linkages betveen e 
of the -UM0/PARW and suspected traffickers. It bas foun 
information: indicating that members of this group have 
favolved in narcotics trafficking. 


Pena-Cabrere 
Two Nicaraguans were arrested in 1984 in another , 
investigatjon of drug trafficking uocted in San Fran 


One of them, Renato Pena-Cabrera, Claimed at the time o 
arrest that'he was a volunteer vorker for the San 
Prancieco-based Nicaraguan Democratic Pront (FON). DE. 
found no evidence that Pena and his associate were enga 
drug trafficking at the direction of the San Francisco- 
PON, nox for that matter any connection between the San 
Franciéco-bezed PDN and the FDN which is the largest re 
group fighting in Nicaragua. : 


Cuban-Aser ican Connection 


There have been allegations that Rene Corvo and ot 
Cuben-deericans involved in ent i-Sanéiniata activities 
Rica were Connected with Miaat~based drug traffickers. 
reportedly recruited a groap of Cuban-American and Quba 
combatanta and military trainers ih the Miami area who 
inside Micarnqua and in the northern part of Costa Rica 


' Cubangéxiles in this group, Mario Rejas Lavas and Ubald 


Hernahdes Purez, ware captured by the Sandinistas in Ju 
UMOQ/PARM group hee 
Fernando °Kegco” Chamorro. There is no information to 
roup from Niani ha 

or any other resi 





eource of drug money for the 
organization. 
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Fe ameare none ems | CLASSE 4 

a |, UNULROe | 

, Information developed ‘by hier mtelligence conmunit . I 
indicates that a senior member of n Pastora‘’s Sandin 


Revolutionary Front (FRS) agreed in late 1984 with e@ Colombian 
naccotics trafficker that FRS pilots would aid in transporting 
narcotics in exchange for financial assistance. According to \ 
this information, the FRE officer agreed to the use of FRE , 
operational facilities in Coste Rice and Nicaragua to 
facilitate transportation of narcotics. The Colombian 
trafficker agreed to provide finantial support to the FRS, in- 
addition to aircraft and ceatneag for FRS pilots. Afte 
undergoing flight treining, the FRB pilots were to continue to 
work for the FRS, but would also fly narcotics shipments from 
South Amerita to sites {n Costa Rica and Nicaragua for later 
transport to the Onited States. Shortly thereafter, th 
Colombian reportedly provided the PRE one C-47 aircraft; and two 
cated helicoptersa. Ne ia reported.to have paid the sum of 
100,000 to the FRE, but there ie:no information available on 
who actually received this money. [Supposedly he promised to 
pay an additionel $200,000 “wonth once the narcotics 
shipments began, but there la no entrees to that this sdm was 
ever penpvereds 


Oaly one incident of drug trafficking ia known to have 
resulted from this agreement. A FRG pilot, Gerardo Duran, was 
actrested in January 1986 in Costa Rica for alleged involvement 
in transporting cocaine to the United States. DEA has been 
Unable to substantiate allegationa Jinking Eden Pastora . 
directly with these activities. In a meeting with Secretary of 
State Shultz on March 7, Pastora categorically denied any 
involvenent ty himself or by his organization in drug + 
trafficking. The Secretary reiterated the U.8. position that 
no veetatance group would receive any 0.6. assistance if it 


retained within {ts ranks any neers who has engaged in} ce ae 
trafficking. 


tvo individuale, who were neabers of or vere ea ated 
with the BDenceratic Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE), the umbrelle 





group to which Che FRE belonged, wore involved in smailiscale 
seizures of illicit drugs, one in Guetemala and one in Qosta 


Rica, but there is no information te indicate that ARDE leaders | 
or the organization itself vere veé in narcotics 
tcaflicking. 
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